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5,
MIA AND TOMMY WITH THEIR GROUP PERFORMING AT THE KOREAN
CULTURAL FESTIVAL

BUDAPEST 2017
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Mia Kim, also known as Min-ja, a member of the Kim Sisters, is shown with her
husband Tommy Vig after their Jewish wedding ceremony in Temple Beth Sholom
in Las Vagas in 1967.

TIME MAGAZINE 1967 MARCH 21
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MIA AND TOMMY IN SEOUL 2017
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MIA 2018

MIA 1963
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MIA WITH :I-:)EAN MARTIN
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MIA WITH THE MIMI SISTERS AND THE BARBERETTES IN SEOUL 2016
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LEE NAN YOUNG, MIA’S ADOPTIVE MOTHER -
MIA WAS HER FAVORITE DAUGHTER
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MIA APPEARING ON AMERICAN TV WITH
LEE NAN YOUNG
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THE VIGS IN 2018, BUDAPEST
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MIA AND TOMMY WITH MOVIE PRODUCER DAEHYUN KIM
ON THE RED CARPET AT THE KOREAN MUSIC FESTIVAL 2017
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MIA AND TOMMY DURING TV-INTERVIEW AFTER
PERFORMING AT THE KOREAN ART FESTIVAL
AT THE BALNA IN BUDAPEST 2017

MIA PERFORMING ON TV IN BUDAPEST 2016
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MIA WITH ED SULLIVAN
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MIA AND TOMMY IN KOREA 2017
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MIA AND TOMMY WITH PRODUCER DAEHYUN KIM AND THE BARBERETTES IN
SEOQOUL 2016
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HERE TOO
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7 /
ROGER VIG 3 % YE‘ARS OLD PLAYING THE DRUMS
IN HOLLYWOOD WITH HIS FATHER'’S BIG BAND

35



THE KIM SISTERS’ MOST SUCCESSFUL CLOSING MARIMBA NUMBER
ARRANGED BY TOMMY VIG
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PREFACE

When Sook Ja Kim was four years old, sitting by the window on the third
floor of her parent’s thirteen-room mansion outside Seoul, she had no idea

she would live through the capture and execution of one parent, the * PUBLISHER GERDES
kidnapping and'suicide of anothe. She couldn’t have dreamed that poverty B e e
and near starvation would drive her and her siblings to perform for food,

B COMMITTED SUICIDE!
~ and dm this talent would catapult hcr out of obscuxity in Korea to the

e had: an y in New York, playing baseball ona
y field in the Bronx, who she would meet, marry, and who would
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SARAH GERDES

family in under her care. It was dunng the train nde to Pusan that Ran had an
idea, one that involved three singing girls, who she could brand as “sisters.” She'd
seen how easily her brother’s daughter Min-Ja Lee (pronounced Mee-ya),
complimented her own daughter’s personalities. She was quict, easy going and
interested in leaming about performing.

When Ran and her large group entered the old locomouve, she found all the
seats were taken, so Ran and her kids sat on the floor, piling on one another’s laps
or standing to make room so that they could stay together. The occupants of the
ught quarters tried not to touch one another. For hours, the train stood sull. It
didn’t take long for fleas and lice to leave the entire group scratching their heads
and other body parts. Ai-Ja and the others children ruthlessly dug out the fleas on
their arms, and felt the creeping and itching crawling of the lice burrow their way
into their scalps. The ime gave her a chance to consider the ments of her idea
and convince her it was the only way to sustain her extended family.

Once the train began moving, Ran gathered her children around her. She was
forming a new singing group, called The Kim Sisters. The group would include
Sook Ja, Ai-Ja and her brother’s daughter, Min Ja. Elder sister Young Ja was
relieved, since she had always hated performing to the crowds on the streer, much
preferning to dance or better yet, babysit the other children. Sook Ja welcomed the
news because she had firsthand knowledge of the American’s leftovers and the
warmth of a tent. She enthusiastically told Ai-Ja about the Coca Cola, the
chocolate and the food. Ai-Ja was immediately excited. Min Ja was no less eager,
although she expressed it differently. Her sweet personality was solicitous and
encouraging, not overly flirtatious like Ai-Ja nor as commanding as Sook Ja. Since
joining the Kim family, she'd retreated in to a quiet role, uncomfortable with
taking the beds or food that nghtfully belonged to her cousins. By Qc ormin;
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IVAEN sy h,

knew she'd be contnibuting to the family, not taking away.
his full blessing: it was onc less.mouithito feed g'dlwmw posyaliout

*ABIGLIE,

INVENTED BY

As the train clattered and clanged 1ts way south, passengers watched Ran
teach Min Ja and Ai-]a the Amenican words to O/ Buttermilk Sky and Cookies and
Cake with Sook Ja providing helpful tips for memonzing the words. Ran asked one
of her dancers, Mrs. Kang, to teach all three girls how to tap dance.

The train was full to capacaity, with some people sitting on laps to rest their
legs. The dusty wooden floors were covered with ured bodies. Mrs. Kang’s
requests for others to give up their seats were ignored.

Once again, Ran's fame came to her assistance. Only Ran could have
influenced a tired, beaten people to sacafice their floor seating, but for Ran Young

60
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THE SUE KIM STORY

In October of 1993, Sue gave her last performance in Harrah's Casino, She
took the holiday season off, fully expecting her contract to be renewed with Rocky
in January as promused. When he unexpectedly died, it left her wathout a signed
contract. The hotel was sold to new owners, who weren't interested in renewing
her contract, news that Suc and John took in stnde. Sue was already receiving
offers from other venues, and as she told John, she was glad of it. “Thirty-five
! vears isn't enough.”

Then misfortune struck two times over. The first came in the form of a
demand letter from Mia. The former group member had continued to receive
payments every week for years, even though she hadn't performed. Sue generosity
had long outstripped Mia's participation, and as she affirmed to John, not once
had she regretted her decision. It had been the nght thing to do. But now, even
Sue's unending reservoir of kindness went dry when she read the note from her
former adopted sister.

She immediately heeded John's advice to pay her off and be done wath the
woman. They hired Norm Kershman, a former union lawyer, to negotiate a
settlement, one that included 2 one-time lump sum of $52,500, a figure Sue
thought a fortune. With the money was the agreement and nights for Sue to
continue using the Kim Sisters name, and Mia’s inability to reference the Kim : j

- Q"' tAL -l'\'.f .

Sisters i her own solo pursuits, should she continue on stage. Sue and John had
no other options than to attain a second mortgage on their home, a fact neither
disclosed in the paperwork. Once the final documentation was signed, Sue never
heard from Mia again. All the years of work, family and fnendship gone once she

*
had a check! * NOT A WORD OF THIS STORY IS TRUE!

Ever the optimist, Sue believed she'd make the money back in a few months
She was ready to sign a new contract when misfortune struck again. As she drove
1o an appointment, a daver ran a red light, totaling Sue’s car. When she woke in
the hospital, she leamed four vertebrae in her back had been shattered. The doctor
told her she would have to give up performing. ,

“Absolutely not,” she replied, as she felt the neck-brace affixed to her body.
Once the bones healed, she'd be back, better than ever.

“No, you don't understand,” he said sympathetically, glancing at John.
“You'll never walk agamn.”

Sue refused to believe the doctor’s prediction. For months, she laid in the
hospital bed, pushing herself to move her imbs, denying herself pain medication.
John was by her side, day and might, unal Sue feared for his job. ‘
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